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1/23/74, IO 13 O pm— I Just got a call from a grad student named Jeff 
Sobal. He said he had seen the arltcl* about my book but had not 
gotten a cahnce to call until now. He said he once worked for a 
magician named George Perrin. Perrin told him about another 
magician named 3111 Neff >rho also used to be a ballistics experts. 

Porrln said that "they" got Neff (hired him) to do ballistics Invest Ig aXYM 
tlon, he presumes for the ’/arren Commission, but is not sure. At 
any rate, his findings *ere the opposite of what "they" wanted so 
they fired him. However, he said he would continue to work on It 
on his own. A month later he wa 3 murdered. Sobal does not know when 
this happened or who "they" were. He said that NeW wife Evelyn 
Is living In Lancaster, Pa. and that she apparently has N£ff's files, 
including photographs. He said that as far as he knew Perrin's 
latest address 4rs Julius findarson Theater, Springfield, Mass. His 
mall would probably be forwarded if sent to 964 Washington St., 
Glauchester, Mass 01930* I'll try to get Sirs. Neff's phone number 
or address. It all sounds wlerd, but I'd like to find out more. 

Any info? Have you ever heard of him? 

Howard Hoffman 


Dear Howard, Your memo 01' 1/23/74 on the call you had from Jeff So ball about Dill Neffs 
I'm making a file on Ueff in case something cooes of this either way. Them is a Neff in 
the FBI reports, I think, but not as in thie version, as a ballistics experts for the 
duplication of "they," officialdom. There are some things about tills sug.vstive of a houx 
that is not innocent, so be on guard but receptive. Because of the connection with your 
book, be particularly careful, however. 

(I didn t know there had been a story on the book. Unless it was the Courier story of 
Nov., w ich is long ago to prompt a 1/2? call. In this connection, the Phila. radio shot; of 
which I wo to you is on W11L, for when your publisher is ready. When the tine comes, and I 
strongly discourugo until then, phone abbey Barclay ana introduce yourself. is u nice 
guy in news. I met him when he was a student at Trinity, Hnrtford.) 

Whether or not heff is a name in the official accounts, Perrin certuinly is. Anil, when 
tliis Perrin is a aliowuun, more, u magician? "They" ask a magician who is a former ballistics 
expert to do what from the first they know ull about una the problems they have with it? 

Who could have done better than the FBI? And why should "they" want better thiji the best 
they could get? What kind of ballistics experts mikes his living as a magician? 

And thi3 is why he was murdered a month later? A bit much. 

However, Lancaster is not that for from Philadelphia, so there is every reason to 
waste the phone call or a letter and ask for access to his alleged files. If you phone, 
tape. You cun get her address from the Lancaster City Directory, which nay be available 
in your library. Or try information for her phone. If you* are uncertain about the number 
because there is loore titan one Hell who could be the widow (and she stayed a widow a long 
time), make it person-to-person. I have found tliat most operators will n.-ii-a the proper 
inquiries on a person- to-person call, to make proper identification before charging for 
the call. 

Perhapo the best approach wpuld be to write Perrin first and see what kind of response, 
if any, tliat you get. 

The showbiz part of this is fasci n ati ng because the rest is inherently incredible. 
However, I would follow it up bee use of other possibilities. HW I/27/74 


